INTRODUCTION
A barren-ground caribou range evaluation of Southampton Island, conducted by the Canadian Wildlife Service, provided the opportunity to observe the birds on the island during the periods 2 June to 14 August 1970 and 1 July to 31 August 1971.
The main camp in 1970 was on the Southampton Limestone Plains of the Hudson Bay Lowlands (Bird 1953) at Salmon Pond (64" 14' N., 85" 00' W.), although several trips were made in July, 15 miles northeast to the Precambrian highlands. The area of observation from 1 July to 15 August 1971 was 12 miles south of Duke of York Bay (65" 02' N., 84" 35' W.) (Fig. 1) . In August 1971 much of the island was surveyed by aircraft at low elevation (500 feet), including the entire coastal region. References to the physiographic regions of the island follow Bird (1953) .
Only occasional references to the birds of' the island could be found in the literature before 1929 (Low 1906; Mathiassen 1931) . Sutton (1932) provided the first extensive list of birds for the island including numerous notes on their life history. Bray (1943) provided records of birds observed near the Boas River delta in 1936, but perhaps more important are the notes added by T. H. Manning on his observations from 1936 to 1940.
65'

64'
f u Sutton (1932) listed 65 species and subspecies of birds for the island and vicinity, but when accidentals and subspecies now non-recognized are excluded, the total is reduced to 54. His observations of seabirds account for the difference between that total and our list of 46 species. The restriction of Bray (1943) to the Bay of God's Mercy area is the reason for his species list being reduced to approximately 40.
There have been no attempts to duplicate the efforts of Sutton and Bray in the last 35 years. This paper provides information on the present avifauna of the island and where relevant compares the status of individual species to that provided by Sutton. Technical nomenclature follows that of Godfrey (1966) .
ANNOTATED LIST OF SPECIES
Common loon (Gavia immer). Two birds flew directly overhead at a height of approximately 100 feet at Kirchoffer Falls on 5 August 1971. Both birds made 2 passes and were examined through 10 x 40 field glasses. The distinct white collar identified the species and similarity of size and plumage suggested both were adult birds. This is the first record of the common loon on Southampton Island, Breeding records on Baffin Island (Soper 1928) suggest that occasional breeding on Southampton Island probably occurs.
Arctic loon (Gavia arctica).
Most common of the 2 species of loons found breeding on the island; first observed at Salmon 
Snow goose (Chen caerulescens).
First seen at Salmon Pond on 6 June 1970, small flocks continued to pass over the area until 5 July; not observed again until 7 August when flightless groups of up to 65 appeared at Salmon Pond, believed to have come from the lower Boas River. The 2 major breeding colonies were at the Boas River delta and East Bay. By August 1971 large flocks were distributed over much of the Hudson Bay Lowlands. Birds from the East Bay colony concentrate along the eastern coast of South Bay during August while geese from the Boas River colony scatter over the western lowlands and along the coast from the Sutton River on South Bay west to Cape Kendall and north to the Murray River. In June 1970 when records were kept of the colour phase ratio, the average was approximately 2 blues to 3 whites.
Pintail (Anas ucutu).
A pair was first observed at Salmon Pond on 12 June 1970. Several more pairs were seen until 15 June; the occasional adult male seen after this date suggests local breeding occurred although no nests were found. Five adult males were at Coral Harbour on 1 July 1971, and occasional single adult males in the same area during the latter part of August 1971.
Oldsquaw (Clangula hyemulfs).
Abundant throughout the Hudson Bay Lowlands. Although no nests were found, females with broods of up to 7 young were common in the Salmon Pond area after 20 July 1970. Sutton (1932) or Bray (1943) but our observations and the breeding records from southern Baffin Island (Soper 1928) suggest it is an occasional breeder on Southampton Island.
Rough-legged hawk (Buteo lagopus).
As observed by Sutton in 1930, this species was nowhere common on the island and was restricted to the highlands. One pair was seen at Mount Saorre on 10 July 1970 and another at our camp near Duke of York Bay in 1971. The latter pair was first seen at a nest site on a cliff on 5 July at which time the female (dark phase) was incubating. The male (light phase) was regularly observed near our camp throughout July and August. The nest contained 3 young on 28 July.
Peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus).
Not seen in 1970 and only twice in 1971. On 15 July, 2 adults were hunting along the escarpment at our camp and at the same location a single adult was observed in an unsuccessful chase of a water pipit (Anthus spinoletta).
Willow ptarmigan (Lagopus lagopus).
Common at Salmon Pond in 1970. First observed on 4 June it was seen daily throughout the remainder of the month, displaying males being most common. As the breeding season progressed birds became much more difficult to see. Although our camp in 1971 was again on the Hudson Bay Lowlands only one adult male was seen on 6 July. On 17 July 1970 a pair with 10 newly hatched young were found near Salmon Pond while on 7 August, at the same site, a pair with 11 large young were recorded. This bird does not appear to be abundant anywhere on the island, and is restricted to the Hudson Bay Lowlands.
Rock ptarmigan (Lagopus mutus).
No nests or young were found but occasional adults were seen whenever we visited the highlands, both in 1970 and 1971.
Sandhill crane (Grus canadensis).
Status believed unchanged since Sutton (1932 p. 102) 
White-rumped sandpiper (Erolia fuscicollis).
Found to be one of the most common breeders on the Hudson Bay Lowlands; first seen on 4 June 1970. Display flights and singing were recorded from 15 June onwards. One nest with 3 eggs was found in late June 1970 and many family groups were seen from midJuly to midAugust. Manning (Bray 1943) found this bird the most common nesting sandpiper in the Seahorse Point region.
Purple sandpiper (Erolia maritima).
Not recorded in 1970 and only one was seen in 1971, at Caribou Island on 2 August. Its affinity for the coastal region probably accounts for our failure to note this species on Southampton Island. Neither Sutton (1932) nor Manning (Bray 1943) found positive evidence of this species breeding on the island.
Baird's sandpiper (Erolia bairdii).
Although predicted by Sutton (1932) to breed on the island, the first nest was found on a limestone ridge near the upper Boas River on 10 July 1970. The nest contained 4 newly hatched young and several other adult pairs were seen in the same vicinity. None was identified in 1971.
Dunlin (Erolia alpina).
First seen at Salmon Pond on 4 June 1970 and daily from then on. One nest (3 eggs) was found on 21 June and young were first seen on 17 July. Although not as common in 1971, breeding birds were observed at the Cleveland River south of Duke of York Bay in mid-July. One nest with 3 young was found on 11 July 1971.
Semipalmated sandpiper (Ereunetes pusillus).
Very common in both 1970 and 1971. First seen on 11 June 1970 and although no nests were found, young were frequently seen after mid-July and were flying on 27 July 1970.
Buff-breasted sandpiper (Tryngites subruficollis).
Two were seen on a dry limestone ridge near Salmon Pond on 7 August 1970. This is the only record for this species on the island, and they are believed to have been autumn migrants rather than summer residents.
Sanderling (Crocethia alba).
First observed flying north over Salmon Pond on 13 June 1970. From 16 July to 8 August 1970, flocks of up to 25 birds appeared at our campsite. A few were seen on the lower Cleveland River in mid-July 1971.
Red phalarope (Phalaropus fulicarius).
A very common breeder on the Hudson Bay Lowlands. First seen on 12 June 1970 and regularly thereafter. In mid-July 1971 single females were identified at the lower Cleveland River. One nest with 2 eggs and 2 young was found near Salmon Pond on 14 July 1970. By 29 July 1970, flocks of up to 40 birds were forming suggesting possible preparation for migration.
Northern phalarope (Lobipes lobatus).
Only seen flying north over Salmon Pond between 4 and 12 June 1970, when a total of 6 was counted. Sutton (1932) and Bray (1943) reported this species as rare and found no nests.
Pomarine jaegar (Stercorarius pomarinus).
A rare and local breeder of the Hudson Bay Lowlands. Similar to the observations by Sutton (1932) it was the least common of the 3 found on the island. Two birds were first seen at Salmon Pond on 9 June 1970. Three pairs were found during July 1970, 2 near the upper Boas River and 1 at Salmon Pond. In all 3 cases the birds circled and called, suggesting the presence of nests. A downy young was found at one of these sites on 14 July 1970. None was seen in 1971.
Parasitic jaegar (Stercorarius parasiticus).
First seen at Salmon Pond on 10 June 1970 and observed 3 or 4 times weekly thereafter. One nest with 2 eggs was found on the upper Boas River on 3 July 1970. On 8 August 1971, near the lower Cleveland River, a pair was observed during a successful chase of a Lapland longspur (Calcarius lapponicus).
Long-tailed jaegar (Stercorarius longicaudus).
The most common of the 3 jaegars, at least in the interior lowlands, in 1970. It was continually evident from 7 June to mid-August 1970. First young were seen on 18 July. In 1971 it was occasionally seen at Duke of York Bay from 3 July to 18 August. Manning (Bray 1943 ) considered s. parasiticus to be generally more common than s. longicaudus on Southampton
Island. A crash in the lemming populations during the winter of 1970-71 was probably responsible for the apparent absence of nesting jaegars in the summer of 1971.
Glaucous gull (Larus hyperboreus).
A rare visitor inland but probably, as Sutton (1932) reports, is much more common along the coastal regions. Single birds were seen at Salmon Pond on 23 and 28 June 1970, both identified as second-year immatures. On 26 July 1971 a second-year immature was identified at our camp near Duke of York Bay. Manning (Bray 1943) reported 20 nests at the mouth of the Canyon River in 1937.
Herring gull (Larus argentatus).
A very common breeder on the larger inland lakes and tundra ponds and along the coastal region. Immatures were rare inland, only 1 third-year and 2 second-year birds having been seen in 1970 and 1 second-year bird in 1971. Immatures were o€ten seen in larger groups near Coral Harbour and it is probable many adults move inland to breed while most immatures restrict their summer distribution to the coast.
Thayer's gull (Larus thayeri).
A rare summer visitor, 1 solitary adult being observed twice at Salmon Pond on 15 and 23 June 1970. Reported to breed along the northeast coast by Smith (1966).
Our observations verify Sutton's (1932) speculation that this bird was rare inland. In 1970, 2
groups of 3 and 6 individuals flew north past our Salmon Pond camp on 11 and 12 June respectively. A single bird was seen in the water at Salmon Pond on 23 June 1970. No birds of this species were seen in 1971.
Arctic tern (Sterna paradisuea).
Sabine's gull (Xema sabini).
Although very common at Salmon Pond from 13 June to 14 August 1970 no nests were found or any activity observed suggestive of breeding. In 1971 it was very common along the lower Cleveland River in mid-July. Nesting appears to be restricted to the coast.
Snowy owl (Nyctea scandiaca).
A very common breeder in the Salmon Pond area in 1970. Eleven nests were found having an average clutch size of 8.1 eggs (range: 5 to 10). First young were seen on 30 June and first fledgling on 4 August. In 1971 no owls were seen on the island. Their disappearance was caused, no doubt, by the crash of the lemming population during the intervening months.
Horned lark (Eremophila alpestris).
In both 1970 and 1971 this bird was common on the eastern highland but rare throughout the Hudson Bay Lowlands. It was one of the earliest migrants to arrive in the spring and, although no nests were found in either year, it is believed to be a common breeder throughout the eastern highlands.
Raven (Corvus corax).
A rare summer visitor to the island, the only observation being a group of 4 adults near Duke of York Bay on 7 August 1971. Sutton (1932) reported it common near Seahorse Point and along the rugged coastline of Foxe Channel.
Water pipit (Anthus spinoletta).
Observed near the upper Boas River in early July 1970. In 1971 it was very common on the eastern highlands near Duke of York Bay although no nests were found. Its present status appears similar to that described by Sutton (1932), it being common locally and mainly restricted to the eastern highlands.
Redpoll (Acanthis sp.). On 10 July 1970 one was seen on the upper Boas River, and on 17 July 1971 one was observed near Duke of York Bay.
Lapland l-ongspur (Calcarius lapponicus).
One of the most common summer residents on the island. A nest with 5 eggs was found on 28 June 1970 on the upper Boas River and one nest with 6 eggs at Coral Harbour on 1 July 1971. Young were first seen on 10 July 1970 and fledglings on 17 July 1970. Young were observed flying on 23 July 1970.
Snow bunting (Plectrophenax nivalis).
Scarce to absent over most of the Hudson Bay Lowlands but common to abundant on the eastern highlands. One of the first spring migrants, nests were found on 10 July 1970 (4 young), 10 July 1971 (4 young; 1 egg), and 10 July 1971 (5 young). All nests and bird observations were restricted to the eastern highlands. Flying young were seen from the end of July in both years.
